JULY 2017

DATES TO REMEMBER
July 9th – Three young ladies will be baptized. In honor of the occasion,
please join them for cookies and lemonade in the Church yard immediately
following the service.
July 16th – Bishop Lawrence will make his annual visitation and will confirm
seven of our members during the worship service. A covered dish dinner will
follow in the Parish House, and everyone is encouraged to attend.
July 20tht– 7:00 p.m. The Men’s Club will meet at the Parish House.
The Adult Sunday School class will resume in August in the Parish House at 10
a.m. No classes during the month of July.
HELPERS
DATE

LAY READER

CHALICE

CRUCIFER

July 2
Holy Eucharist

Charlene Bruce

Billy Bruce

Billy Bruce

July 9
Holy Eucharist
Baptisms

Dianne LeNoir

Parley Crolley

Parley Crolley

July 16
Holy Eucharist
Bishop’s Visit
Confirmations

Ginnie DuBose

Laddie DuBose

Allie Lindler

July 23
Holy Eucharist

Donna Fletcher

Steve LeNoir

Whitney Crawford

July 30
Holy Eucharist

Bill Forte

Laddie DuBose

Laddie DuBose

REQUEST FOR PRAYERS
Please remember in your thoughts and prayers the following members of our church
and/or community:

Declan Alexander, Marie Crisco, Ruth Crolley, Alice and Ted Crook, Frances
Fobes, Nancy Frederick, Pete and Cindy Fritz, Eddie Hamilton, Kelly Hemby,
Beverly Johnson, Barbara Ann Moree, Carolyn Sue Moree, Dewey Newman,
Debbie Tallent, David Todd, David Trimnal, Lew Wallace, A’Lexia and Dan
Wiggins, Brenda Witherspoon, and Dan Yarborough
Please keep David Trimnal in your thoughts and prayers. David would like to
express his sincere appreciation to everyone for their love and concern
following the recent death of his daughter, Heather.
Our prayers and condolences are also with The Rev. Ron Hiester and his wife,
Jane, on the death of his brother, Richard Hiester; to John and Susie Simpson
on the death of her sister, Mary Jeanne Potts Moody; and to the family of
Ellen Jackson Justice following her death last week.
A MESSAGE FROM THE REV. RON HIESTER
MARRIAGE
On June 29th, we will celebrate our 60th Wedding Anniversary. We wonder why and how
it flew by so fast. We look at our wedding pictures and wonder where all those people
are that were our attendants. There have, of course, been the good years, the very
good years and the not so good ones. Mostly good I would say. As years progress, we
indeed do realize what it’s like to say the same words at the same time or come up with
exactly what the other is thinking.
We have lived through many things in our 60 years together…wars, threats of wars.
We remember the day President Kennedy was shot driving in Texas. We certainly
remember the Cuban Crisis and 911.
I think we have a bit of a wandering gene in us so we have lived in many places and met
many people in our travels, in our churches and communities. Life seems too hectic to
us now. We don’t hurry as much (mostly because we can’t) any more.
We have been blessed with three really neat children. We are proud of them. We have
seven grandchildren, and six great grandchildren. Since 1989 we haven’t lived near
them. The blessing is that we can communicate with cell phones. So as distant as we
are from them, we are in touch pretty much on a daily basis.
Jane attended a Convention this past Friday and Saturday. She was a delegate and sat
with five other women. They introduced themselves to each other and began the
process of long, long sessions. On Friday night there was a banquet. The lady next to
Jane said that her husband had just died two weeks ago. He just dropped dead in front

of her with no warning. That stopped everyone fast in their tracks. Speechless for a
few minutes and after a long pause, everyone at that table instantly went into the
caring and loving mode. As a clergy family, we are used to funerals, but we are now at
the age that we go to a lot of funerals.
At this point, my youngest brother, Richard, is being put into Hospice Care in the next
few days. My other brother can’t walk at all without a walker. Our children are now
checking on us. But we keep the faith. I remember one of our neighbors and church
members telling us two things: First, to go and travel and do because someday we
wouldn’t be able to. (She neglected to tell us that we wouldn’t want to.) She also said
take care of each other. We went back to see her after her husband died. She
actually lived in Florence when we moved here. When she died, I went back with her
daughter and buried her.
We have stories and stories to tell. I have counseled many couples before they got
married and then after they got divorced. Marriage is a sacrament-one that we have
always taken seriously. It has bound us together.
We definitely know that God has blessed us in many ways. He has our back. The
answer is Grace. It’s by His Grace that He has made these years very good. Bless all
of you who are married. For those of you who aren’t, be very sure that you marry
someone who will love you and support you through thick and thin and has what I call
the same core values. TAKE CARE OF EACH OTHER.
Peace,
+Ron

NOTES OF INTEREST
Adult Sunday School led by The Rev. Ron Hiester will not meet in July but will resume in
August at 10 a.m. in the Parish House. Children’s Sunday School will resume in
September.
On Sunday, July 9th, Allie Marie Lindler, Lillian McNair Lindler, and Stella Grey Lindler
will be baptized. These beautiful young people are the daughters of Bill and Aimee
Lindler. Please join the congregation after the service for lemonade and cookies in the
Church yard.
Our congregation is blessed to have The Right Reverend Mark J. Lawrence, Bishop of
the Diocese of South Carolina, visit Ascension on Sunday, July 16th. The following seven
people will be confirmed during the worship service: Mary LeNoir Hoge, Allie Marie
Lindler, Lillian McNair Lindler, Lucy Morgan Cole McIver, Jordan Makayla Patton, Leigh
Ann Sheehan, and Robert Timothy Sheehan.
Following the service, a covered dish dinner will be served in the Parish House, and
everyone is invited to attend. The meats will be provided by Billy Bruce, Parley Crolley,
Bubba LeNoir, and Lucy Wilson. A variety of casseroles, salads, vegetables, and

desserts contributed by members of the congregation will complete the meal. If
possible, please bring something of your choice. Thank you for your help.
Gear Up for Learning, a Sumter United Ministries Special Project, is getting ready for
the 2017-2018 school year. In addition to school supplies to include book bags,
monetary donations are accepted, and these funds are used to buy supplies locally. Our
congregation has always been very generous in supporting this project. More
information will be announced as it is available. “Be devoted to one another in brotherly
love. Honor one another above yourselves.” Romans 12:10
Serving on the Altar Guild for the month of June were Shacky Boykin, Charlene Bruce,
Helen Crolley, Ginnie DuBose, Beverly LeNoir and Dianne LeNoir.
We thank Cleo Jackson and her daughter, Kathryn Somers, for their help with the
mailing of the newsletter.
As we continue our outreach ministry to help feed the hungry, please bring nonperishable food items and place them in the cypress serving tray in the Narthex of the
Church. We are still collecting aluminum tabs to be recycled, and the proceeds are
donated to the Praise and Glory Offering.
Prayers will be offered for those in our congregation who are celebrating birthdays or
an anniversary in July. If you have not already submitted your birthday and/or
anniversary, please sign the sheet in the Narthex of the Church or contact Dianne
LeNoir at 499-3055 or by e-mail at lenoirdm@ftc-i.net. Thank you.
Birthdays
Charles McLeod
Boykin Sanders
Beverly LeNoir
Sam LeNoir
Lynn LeNoir

Anniversary
July
July
July
July
July

2
7
10
17
28

Steve and Beverly LeNoir

July 25

Our best wishes to these special people.
If you are interested in serving as a Lay Reader, Chalice Bearer, Crucifer, or to
participate as a member of the Altar Guild, please contact Laddie DuBose, our Senior
Warden, or Ginnie DuBose, our Altar Guild Chairman. It would be wonderful to have
additional helpers.
Our Church’s web site address is: www.churchoftheascensionhagoodsc.com, and we
thank John Holmberg for creating and maintaining it for us. This month, John has
included a beautiful slide announcing the Bishop’s upcoming visit.
Have a blessed, safe, and happy 4th of July and summer.

